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W elcome to Pickleball Magazine, 
dedicated to providing our 
readers with all the events, expert 

instruction, equipment, inspirational stories 
and highlights of the fastest growing sport in 
the country.

Six years ago, we launched Pickleball 
Magazine in cooperation with USA Pickleball. 
More than 110,000 pickleball enthusiasts 
receive our bi-monthly digital or print edition. 
And our numbers are growing daily.

If your business is pickleball, or if you want 
to connect with the passionate audience of 
the hottest sport in the U.S., there’s no better 
way than through Pickleball Magazine. 

I am always available to work with you to 
determine a sponsorship package that will 
fulfill your needs. My contact information is 
below.

Wayne Dollard, Publisher

Recognized by USA Pickleball as the “Official Magazine” of Pickleball

Dollard Publishing, Inc.
11 Mayview Road
Canonsburg, PA 15317
412.833.8805
Wayne@PickleballMagazine.com
www.PickleballMagazine.com

For schedule & information visit apptour.orgRegister at pickleballtournaments.com

The fi rst USA Pickleball Association sanctioned tour

WEST COAST SERIES MIDWEST SERIES SOUTHEAST SERIES
Los Angles Open

Las Vegas Metro Open
So Cal Classic

Pacifi c Northwest Classic
Northern Arizona Open

Cincinnati Open
Indianapolis Open

Beer City Open
Chicago Open

Punta Gorda 
Delray Beach Open
Atlanta Metro Open
Hilton Head Open

World Pickleball Open

2021 Association of Pickleball Professionals Tour17 Tournaments Pro & Amateur$600K
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N ormal vision is often referred to as 

20/20. In a year that shares the 

same numerical formation, it has 

hardly been anything remotely 

close to normal. Most would be willing to say 

that 2020 has been nothing short of horrific. 

People everywhere have adopted a radically 

different lifestyle—now considered the 

new normal.

With cancellations and postponement of 

pickleball events throughout the course of 

the year, and public play limited at most 

facilities, pickleball, like most sports, 

has had to re-evaluate, reconnect and 

reorganize. But what separates this 

sport from almost every other is the 

innate and all-encompassing passion 

of its participants. It’s a driving 

spirit that amazes both the casual 

weekend warrior and the seasoned 

professional. Pickleballers took on 

the COVID-19 pandemic, and like 

a Ben Johns crosscourt forehand 

winner or a Lucy Kovalova wrap-

around the net pole, met it head-

on—enabling the game to continue 

its meteoric rise in popularity. Many 

are calling pickleball the ultimate 

social-distancing sport, especially 

singles play.

Despite COVID-19, there’s no slowdown 
in sight for pickleball or the demand 
for paddles and equipment.

The The UltimateUltimate  
Social-Distancing Social-Distancing 
GameGame

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE  >>>>
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Off the court, the myriad of pickleball equipment 

manufacturers, through research and development, 

have continuously looked for ways to improve products. 

Increased demand of play is fueling the need for 

enhanced weaponry—paddles are becoming lighter, 

more efficient and extremely durable. Competition is 

keen amongst the companies, but through their fervent 

desire to offer the very best, the real winner in all of this 

is the consumer.

“There are a lot of quality paddles in the marketplace 

and many have a unique feel or playability. We like to 

provide a variety of paddles for different player types,” 

says Ben Simons, Senior Business Manager for Pickleball, 

Racquetball & Squash, Head Penn Racquet Sports. “We 

have three different series of paddles—Gravity, Radical 

and Extreme. All are quite different in the way they play, 

and each has developed a player type that enjoys playing 

with them. By modifying the type of core, surface, shape, 

thickness, weight and balance, you can create very 

different paddles to fit people’s game styles while staying 

within USA Pickleball requirements.”

Aside from paddles, many companies provide a one-

stop shop for pickleball enthusiasts—balls, footwear, 

eyewear, bags, teaching aids and portable nets.

From humble beginnings in 1965 on Bainbridge Island, 

outside of Seattle, Washington, as a way to keep their 

kids engaged in an activity during the summer months, 

three enterprising fathers further developed the sport of 

pickleball. Barney McCallum, one of the game’s original 

inventors, recently passed away, but lived long enough to 

witness firsthand their game’s explosive growth.

As the pandemic began sweeping across the country, 

more and more enterprising pickleballers began setting 

up makeshift courts in their neighborhoods, and those 

living in cul-de-sacs were the envy of newly formed 

recreational play. It was if the sport had returned to 

its original roots—a friendly backyard game that can 

be enjoyed by players of all ages and abilities. But, 

with more than a mid-century of play, pickleball has 

realized its notoriety well beyond 

the streets and nightlights in 

Anytown, USA.

“We are interested in providing 

products that will help any player 

enjoy their pickleball experience 

no matter what they want out of 

the sport,” says Simons. “We want 

to make sure we’re doing what we 

can to provide a platform for any 

consumer to enjoy the sport.”

Based on the latest studies from 

the Sports & Fitness Industry 

Association (SFIA), nearly four 

million players are picking up paddles on a regular basis 

in the United States. And, to further amplify that level 

of participation, the total number of players has been 

growing by more than 10 percent over the past 10 years. 

COVID or no COVID, there is no slowdown in sight for 

pickleball.

“It’s a sport that anybody can play, and it is not hard 

on the body as some of the other sports,” says Ty Musser, 

Director of Product Development for GAMMA Sports. 

“When the pandemic hit, people felt more comfortable 

playing because you can be outside and social distanced. 

You can also easily play with the people in your 

household. In addition, people have the ability to play 

pickleball almost anywhere. During the start of the 

pandemic, we sold a six-month supply of pickleball nets 

in just 45 days. People are setting up pickleball courts 

in their driveways and playing. The last thing is that the 

pickleball community is so friendly and provides open 

arms to welcome new players.”

Dedicated facilities for the sport have also been 

impacted by the onslaught of the coronavirus. 

Pickleballerz, a 20,000-square-foot indoor pickleball 

facility recently opened in Chantilly, Virginia (a suburb 

of Washington, D.C.), has six pickleball courts, a cafe, pro 

shop, and a special dinking court for warming up. The 

court surface is a professional cushioned hardcourt, the 

same used at the Australian Open tennis tournament, 

for a true outdoor bounce. The surface also helps protect 

players’ joints from injury.

“We were committed and already in the process of 

building when the pandemic really took hold. It was 

something we knew we had to take very seriously, 

but luckily we were able to handle a lot of the delays 

and difficulties along the way,” says Greg Raelson, 

Pickleballerz co-owner. “The biggest challenge was facing 

the unknown, but thankfully our area was moving in 

a positive direction compared to a lot of regions that 

were really struggling with outbreaks. We knew that 

“COVID has turbo-charged 
this already fast-growing 

sport. The shutdown 
caused many people, yet 
to try pickleball, to pick 

up the sport because it is 
relatively safe to play, can 

be played in a driveway, 
and fun for the entire 

family.” — Curtis Smith, 
Paddletek CEO
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Fastest female Fastest female 
motorcycle motorcycle 
racer joins the racer joins the 
fastest‑growing fastest‑growing 
sport.sport.

SpeedofQueen
 By Laura Gainor

PHOTOS BY SCOOTER GRUBB
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V alerie Thompson is the world’s fastest 

female racer on two wheels, and after 

playing the nation’s fastest-growing sport 

just eight times, she has built a permanent 

court at her home in Scottsdale, Arizona, bringing 

her competitive determination and mental focus to 

pickleball.

Valerie’s passion for speed led to her street racing a 

Harley-Davidson Fatboy on nearby Scottsdale Road. 

Friends finally told her to take her passion for speed to 

the racetrack. “Organized drag racing was a lot more fun 

and much safer than street racing, so I set a goal to ‘go 

pro,’” she recalls.

In 2006, she began competing in the All Harley Drag 

Racing Association (AHDRA) series while attending a 

variety of drag racing schools to hone her skills. After 

traveling 14 states she captured the Best Appearing 

Team award and placed third in just her second year of 

AHDRA racing.

While still drag racing, she seized the opportunity to 

race a friend’s Harley-Davidson Panhead at the famed 

Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah where she set an AMA 

National Speed record her first time on the bike. She 

instantly fell in love with land speed racing and has been 

going strong ever since.

Today, Valerie Thompson holds 10 land speed records, 

is a member of several prestigious 200 mph Clubs and 

was inducted into the Sturgis Motorcycle Hall of Fame in 

2018. The land speed motorcycle streamliner she races is 

named the BUB 7, designed by Denis Manning, John Jans 

and Team 7 Racing.

The BUB 7 features a monocoque chassis with a one-of-

a-kind 3000cc V4 engine and a three-parachute braking 

system. Instead of a steering wheel, Valerie guides the 

streamliner with a yoke system. For maximum safety, her 

seat is custom-formed to her body in the tiny cockpit she 

jokingly calls the “world’s fastest office.”

“Once my helmet goes on and I’m strapped into 

the cockpit, I can barely move, but I’m totally focused 

on the moment at hand,” says Valerie. “I experience 

a combination of anticipation, anxiety, adrenaline, and 

a pinch of fear. It’s a pure rush that’s hard to describe. 

It’s similar to how I feel when I step on the court to play 

a mean game of pickleball with my friends and husband, 

Ray. There is no greater concentration than that!”

In March 2018, Valerie piloted the BUB 7 streamliner 

at Lake Gairdner in Australia to a top speed of 328.467 

mph, making her the fastest female motorcycle racer in 

the world.

A few days later, her team attempted to break the 

current world record of 376.363 mph, but Valerie 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE   >>>>

Home Court Advantage: Valerie and 
her Harley on her private backyard 

pickleball court. “Pickleball is a critical 
element of my racing fitness regimen," 

she says. “It helps keep me fit and 
improves my reaction time. I may retire 
from racing when I go 400 mph, but I’ll 

be playing pickleball long after that.”
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Ben Johns came from behind after the 
first in a three-set thriller against Tyson 
McGuffin. Congrats also to Gabriel 
Joseph who claimed bronze!

PHOTOS BY STEVE TAYLOR
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T he Minto 2021 US Open Pickleball 

Championships is in the books and will not 

be easily forgotten. The event, two years in 

the making, saw more than 2,190 players 

from 12 countries venture to the pickleball capital of the 

world—Naples, Florida—to compete for one of the game’s 

most coveted titles.

Proceedings kicked off with Pro Singles, a discipline 

not for the fainthearted at the best of times and 

downright torturous in the Florida heat. On the line 

were not just medals and giant checks, but the pride of 

becoming the toughest warriors in the game. On the 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE   >>>>

US OpenUS Open
Roars Roars 
    Back    Back

After canceling the 2020 event due After canceling the 2020 event due 

to the coronavirus, the Minto US to the coronavirus, the Minto US 

Open Pickleball Championships Open Pickleball Championships 

powered by Margaritaville returns  powered by Margaritaville returns  

bigger than ever.bigger than ever.
 By Morgan Evans
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 By Laura Gainor
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Latitude Margaritaville
PHOTO BY ROB-HARRIS
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A s the fastest-growing sport in the country 

continues to expand its footprint, 

vacationers are choosing travel destinations 

with pickleball in mind. So, if you’re looking 

to play pickleball in a little bit of paradise, here are just 

some of the amazing destinations waiting for you.

Banning Lewis Ranch

If you’re looking for a master-planned 

housing community to surround your growing family 

with breathtaking views and award-winning schools, 

or you’re seeking a retirement community to fulfill 

your desire for an active lifestyle that includes playing 

pickleball every day, be sure to check out Banning 

Lewis Ranch. Banning Lewis Ranch is the fastest-

growing community in Colorado Springs, Colorado, 

with 75+ acres of trails and open space, community 

parks, water park, and community centers with amazing 

amenities, including 16 beautiful pickleball courts.

Banning Lewis Ranch offers leagues and regular 

programming – eight in Vista Park open to the 

entire community and eight newly opened courts 

exclusively available to residents of The Retreat—

Colorado Springs’ first 55+ active adult, resort-

style community and private enclave within Banning 

Lewis Ranch.

For more details, visit BanningLewisRanch.com.

Horseshoe Bay Resort

Just 45 minutes west of Austin, Texas, the Horseshoe 

Bay Resort is nestled next to one of the most 

“Instagrammed” beaches in the Texas Hill Country 

overlooking Lake Lyndon B. Johnson (LBJ). The upscale 

resort offers a unique lake resort experience, featuring 

eight pickleball courts, championship golf on three 

courses, casual and upscale dining overlooking Lake LBJ, 

fun family activities on the water or s’mores next to the 

fire, and annual entertainment and food events such as 

the Beer by the Bay Music Festival.

Whether you’re visiting as a guest or joining The 

Club as a member, the resort offers daily lessons and 

clinics with on-site IPTPA-certified instructors. Get your 

doubles partner and book one of the resort’s Ultimate 

Pickleball Weekend Camps, which include a two-

night stay, nine hours of professional instruction and 

supervised match play, lunch on Saturday followed by 

beer and wine, and pickleball drills on Sunday morning 

paired with mimosas and Bloody Marys. A pickleball 

enthusiast’s dream vacation!

Visit hsbresort.com to explore the resort’s amenities 

and view the upcoming calendar of events.

Now, more than ever, 
resort executives 
and entertainment 
complex developers are 
embracing pickleball 
and promoting it as one 
of their most popular 
family amenities.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE   >>>>

PICKLEBALL

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2021  | MAGAZINE       33

 By Brandi Givens, RDNnutrition

MIND
F O O D  F O R  YO U R  M ATC H  A N D
RALLY YOUR RESOLUTION:
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M uch like when you asked your buddy about his trip to Nationals last November, if 

you start a nutrition conversation with me, I may never stop talking. To salvage 

the valuable court time of my clubmates, here I’ll cover the most frequently asked 

nutrition question this time of year, “What is the best diet?”

The study of nutrition is like the sport of pickleball. It’s relatively new and evolving quickly. When 

it comes to choosing a diet, one thing is certain: most of us are better off following well-studied 

plans rather than dinking around with fads. Plans should:

• Be plant-strong and nutrient-dense; both are proven to prevent and treat some diseases.

• Not be too restrictive; followers should be able to get essential nutrients while meeting goals.

• Be easily adapted for vegans and people with food sensitivities.

A growing favorite among nutrition experts is the Mediterranean-DASH Intervention for 

Neurodegenerative Delay, or the MIND Diet. As the fancy name implies, it’s a combination of two 

time-tested plans, with a slant toward foods that support lifelong brain health. Evidence shows that 

long-term consumption of MIND foods can ward off cognitive decline, Alzheimer’s, and other forms 

of dementia. These beneficial foods include the following.

Food Recommended Servings Great Choices

Leafy Green Veggies 6+ per week Kale, Spinach, Chard, Spring Mix, Beet Greens

Berries 2+ per week Blueberries, Strawberries, Raspberries

Nuts 5 per week Walnuts, Pecans, Pistachios, Almonds, Peanuts

Healthy Oils As needed for cooking Olive Oil, Avocado Oil, Canola Oil

Beans and Legumes 3+ per week Lentils, Kidney Beans, Black Beans, Pinto Beans, Peas

Whole Grains 3 per day Oats, Whole Wheat, Brown Rice, Bulgur, Rye

Seafood 1+ per week Wild-Caught Salmon, Sardines, Mussels

Do these foods look familiar? They should. They’ve been involved in countless studies with 

promising results. Even if you don’t intend to follow a particular diet plan, consuming these foods 

regularly can help maintain and improve health. Filling up on these can also help people avoid less-

nutrient-dense choices.

When it comes down to it, the “best” diet is a very personal choice. It’s the plan that works for the 

particular individuals, helping them reach their own goals while getting all of the nutrition needed 

for the body and mind.  •

References:
Andrews, Julie. The MIND Diet Plan & Cookbook: Recipes and Lifestyle 
Guidelines to Help Prevent Alzheimer’s and Dementia. Rockridge 
Press, 2019.
Moon, Maggie. The MIND Diet: a Scientific Approach to Enhancing 
Brain Function and Helping Prevent Alzheimer’s and Dementia. 
Ulysses Press, 2016.
USDA Food Data Central. https://fdc.nal.usda.gov August 2, 2019.

Brandi Givens has been a registered dietitian 
since 2010. Questions or comments can be 
posted to her blog at www.abitdietitious.com.

Blueberry Vinaigrette Dressing
Ingredients:

¼ cup olive oil

¼ cup red wine vinegar

¼ cup honey

½ cup fresh blueberries

Directions:

Blend all ingredients in a food processor until well-blended. Enjoy on leafy green salad.

Makes about 8 servings: 100 kcals, 7g fat, 10g carbs, 0g protein, 0g fiber.

MIND
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Launched in 2016, 
Pickleball Magazine is 
the official publication 
of USA Pickleball, the 
national governing body 
for the sport of pickleball 
in the U.S., offering 
tournament coverage, 
expert instruction, rules, 
profiles of top pros, latest 
equipment and more!



PICKLEBALL MAGAZINE: CONTENT OVERVIEW

Every issue of Pickleball Magazine 
delivers dynamic articles on all 

aspects of pickleball and its players.

INSTRUCTION
TOURNAMENT RESULTS & 

SCHEDULES RULES & REGULATIONS

LEAGUES & CLUBS EQUIPMENT & ACCESSORIES



PICKLEBALL MAGAZINE: 2022 EDITORIAL CALENDAR & DEADLINES

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 
Margaritaville USA 
Pickleball National 
Championships
Ad Deadline January 7
Distribution January

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER
Margaritaville USA 
Pickleball National 
Championships
Ad Deadline November 11
Distribution December 

MARCH/APRIL
Instructional Guide
Ad Deadline February 25
Distribution March

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER
Gen Z Takes Pickleball 
By Storm
Ad Deadline August 12
Distribution September

MAY/JUNE
US OPEN Pickleball 
Championships
Ad Deadline April 16
Distribution May

SPECIAL EDITION:  
PRODUCT GUIDE FALL 2022

Ad Deadline  September 24
Distribution  October 

JULY/AUGUST
Spotlight on Seniors
Ad Deadline June 18
Distribution July

MAY/JUNE 2021
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DRINK UP!
Health Benefits of 
Staying Hydrated 

on the Courts

Y    ur
Game!



PIC

KLEBALL MAGAZINE’S

PICKLEBALL MAGAZINE: CIRCULATION & DEMOGRAPHICSPICKLEBALL DEMOGRAPHICS
• According to the Sports & Fitness Industry 

Association (SFIA) 2019 Pickleball Participant 
Report, there are 4.2 MILLION PLAYERS in the 
United States.

• 2.8 MILLION are “Casual” participants and 
 1.4 MILLION are “Core” participants. 
• 61% MALE and 39% FEMALE
• Average age for all players: 38.1 YEARS OLD.

* USA Pickleball estimates that 300 pickleball courts are added each month in the U.S., either by adding lines to existing courts or building new ones.

BI-MONTHLY CIRCULATION110,000110,000
Mailed to all new USA Pickleball 
members and thousands of subscribers

Emailed to more than 110,000 avid 
readers

AGES 6-17
CASUAL

23.4%
(CORE 13.3%)

AGES 18-34
CASUAL

33.9%
(CORE 15.4%)

AGES 35-54
CASUAL

22.8%
(CORE 17.3%)

AGES 65+ 
CASUAL

11%
(CORE 33.7%)

AGE DEMOGRAPHICS

AGES 55-64
CASUAL

8.9%
(CORE 20.3%)



DISPLAY ADS AND SPECIAL PLACEMENTS
 1-3 Time Rate 4-6 Time Rate 7-8 Time Rate
Two-Page Spread (16.75"w x 10.875"h)* $2,290 per ad $2,150 per ad $1,990 per ad
Full Page (8.375"w x 10.875"h)* $1,490 per ad $1,350 per ad $1,190 per ad
Two-Thirds Page (4.875"w x 9.875"h) $1,090 per ad $990 per ad $890 per ad
Half-Page (7.5"w x 4.875"h) $850 per ad $750 per ad $650 per ad
Quarter-Page (3.625"w x 4.875"h) $550 per ad $490 per ad $400 per ad

* Subtract 0.25" for live copy area and add 0.25" for bleed.

COVER AND PREMIER LOCATIONS (based on availability)

 1-3 Time Rate 4-6 Time Rate 7-8 Time Rate
Inside Front Cover (8.375"w x 10.875"h)* $1,890 per ad $1,790 per ad $1,590 per ad
Page 1 (8.375"w x 10.875"h)* $1,890 per ad $1,790 per ad $1,590 per ad
Inside Back Cover (8.375"w x 10.875"h)* $1,890 per ad $1,790 per ad $1,590 per ad
Back Cover (8.375"w x 9.375"h)* $2,090 per ad $1,990 per ad $1,790 per ad
Center Spread (16.75"w x 10.875"h)* $2,990 per ad $2,790 per ad $2,590 per ad

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHTS
Written by us and approved by you only once per year, your company can purchase a one- or two-page 
business spotlight specifically promoting your products and services. The article can be up to 500 
words + photos for a one-page spotlight, or 1,000 words + photos for a two-page spotlight.

1-Time / One-Page  $1,490 1-Time / Two-Page  $2,290

Due to an exclusive arrangement with LevelUp Pickleball Camps, no advertisement for camps, clinics 
or institutes will be allowed unless approved by the publisher.

 #JOINTHEFAM AVAILABLE NOWFRANKLINSPORTS.COM/PICKLEBALL

BenJohns
2019 TRIPLE CROWN WINNER

  MAX GRIT ™

SURFACE TECHNOLOGY

#MAXGRIT
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The Modern Barn PURPOSE-BUILT, 
LUXURY 

ACCOMMODATIONS  
FOR Picklers

ATHUNT CLUB FARM I
magine a vacation filled with 
pickleball and activities in your 
own private setting, surrounded by 
nature. Located a few miles from 
the Virginia Beach Oceanfront, 

The Modern Barn at Hunt Club Farm and 
The Modern Loft at Hunt Club Farm are 
newly constructed, purpose-built luxury 
accommodations that offer a one-of-a-kind 
experience. Part of a larger collection of 
equine facilities and small farms, we’re 
an anomaly in this resort city. We invite 
you to consider us for your next vacation 
or weekend getaway. Come play on your 
own professional pickleball court and bring 
friends to share in the immersive experience 
we offer. There’s a lot to do here on the farm. 
Harvest from the organic garden, picnic 
in the screened gazebo, relax and enjoy 
the pond either on a float or the deck. We 
have several craft breweries and fantastic 
restaurants, shopping, grocery stores and 
coffee shops nearby. The pickleball court is 
new this year and it’s so rewarding to play 
on your own timetable. 

PURPOSE-BUILT, 
LUXURY 

ACCOMMODATIONS  
FOR Picklers

THE MODERN BARN AT 

HUNT CLUB FARM 

VIRGINIA BEACH

2287 London Bridge Road, 

Virginia Beach, VA 23456

To make a reservation or inquiry, 

visit The Modern Barn at 

Hunt Club Farm at  

www.airbnb.com/rooms/17148138

or The Modern Loft at Hunt Club Farm 

at www.airbnb.com/rooms/24311109
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In less than 5 months of being 
opened, Pickles has evolved from a 
simple idea to a way of life for anyone 
who walks through their front doors. 
Their evolution continues to develop as 
co-founders Lisa DeMeritt and Wanda 
Melampy write the next chapter of their 
story.

For those who don’t know, Pickles is 
an indoor, first-of-its-kind, state-of-the-
art, 100% climate controlled, pickleball-
only complex located in Hanover, 
Massachusetts. Much in the original 
spirit of the creation of pickleball, their 
vision was to create a bright, clean, safe, 
family-friendly experience that served 
as a gathering place for pickleball 
enthusiasts from 4 to 94 who love to 
play, as well as for those brand new to 
the sport.

In the beginning, DeMeritt and 
Melampy could only boast their passion 
and drive as they themselves were 
playing pickleball constantly. Completely 
hooked on the sport, they spent as 
much time on the courts as they could 
and discovered the sport’s impact on 
others. Although New England had a 
number of converted pickleball courts 
with temporary nets and some outdoor 
recreational areas to play, DeMeritt 
and Melampy had a gut feeling that 
something significant was missing, even 
if no one else was on board yet.

Chief Operating Officer of Facebook 
Sheryl Sandberg quoted, “If you’re 
offered a seat on a rocket ship, don’t ask 
which seat, just get on.”

Well, that’s what these two strong- 
willed entrepreneurs did. It took a 
realization to put all of the pieces 
together, along with hard work, 
determination, passion and a simple 
belief in purpose beyond profit. 
Pickleball was not fun for them just 
because it was great exercise and 
provided a healthy dose of competition. 
It was the togetherness of it all, the time 

that they spent on the courts, laughing, 
kindling new friendships with each shot, 
and creating memories of a lifetime. 
“We just had a feeling that other people 
would love it as much as we did – if they 
just had the chance to play,” Melampy 
said.

“The reception we’ve received is 
beyond belief,” DeMeritt said. Almost 
two-thirds of Pickles’ already 1,800 
registered members had never held a 
pickleball paddle before. That’s over 
1,200 people who succeeded in the 
opportunity to try something totally 
new. “It’s tremendously rewarding 
to watch people of all ages, shapes, 
backgrounds and abilities connect, 
elevate themselves, enrich the lives of 
others and find a sense of belonging,” 
DeMeritt added.

Capturing that lightning in a 
bottle, Pickles has quickly 
expanded their Performance 
Coach ing ,  Leagues , 
Clinics, Tournaments, 4D 
Player Rating Program 
and Brand Offerings.

Everyth ing has 
happened so quickly, 
but Pickles’ vision 
remains steadfast: 
To grow the sport 
o f  p i c k l e b a l l 
one  p laye r 
at a time. 
“What we 
wanted 
to build 
w e r e 
user-

friendly, beautifully designed, and easy-
to-use pickleball-only courts where 
people could play the amazing sport 
of pickleball. What we never expected 
was for people to tell us that Pickles 
‘changed their life,’ or gave them a 
‘sense of purpose,’” Melampy said. 
“Pickleball matters, and it is important 
to all of us. We’re just glad we can play 
a small part in that,” DeMeritt added.

Pickles. Where Pickleball Fanatics 
Gather to Dink & Drink! For more 
information, visit picklesne.com, give 
them a call at 781.816.5021 or dropin to 
say hello—you’ll be glad you did.

PICKLES IS PROVING THAT 
PICKLEBALL IS MORE THAN A SPORT,
IT’S A WAY OF LIFE.
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PICKLEBALL AND JEWELRY
pickleballandjewelry.com

419-699-0921

Fine jewelry designs handmade  
with quality and precision. 

Fashioned in Sterling Silver and Gold.
Necklaces, earrings, bracelets,  

charms and more!
Fairly priced 

from 
$22-$450

HALO
SPORT VISOR

HALO
SPORT VISOR

The most technically advanced
visor on the market.

Patented Sweat Seal re-directs the sweat
back and away from your eyes!
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